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AN ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF THE RESURREC- 

TION FROM MAN’S MORTALITY. 

fatract of a letter from Virginia, SCENE.. Old 
Jamestown Grave Yard. 





«The sun was now gently stooping to the 
vestern horizon, and [ hastened to read the 
tomb stones by his setting rays. The church 
y; rd was near at hand, the wall, partly broken 
down, almost lost in trees, among which { soon) 
distinguished the poor weeping Willow that 
seoms to love these shades of silence, and of 
death. A dim melancholy light stole in through 
the waving branches to reveal the inscriptions, 
Several of these were of very old date, and con- 
ceived in ering of plous simplicity that drew 
fears info my eyes. It was indeed, a most af 
fecling spectacle formy heart, to see the ancient | 


settlers of this town, ofall ranks and conditions | 


| 





iv life, statesmen, Warriors, Wiis, and beauties, | 
al lying together ona level, and mingling their 
dustin one common mass. O! how frivolous 
are all the vain pursuits of wealth,-bonor, and 
pleasare. by which their lives were probably | 
tuiimented! Was it for this that they abandon 
ed their homes and their kindred, braved the 


oo anew counry, only to be buried beneath} 
tocut willows ! 





——_— —_ 
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‘be a thousand times less reasonable, and less, 
happy than the very creatures which he proud. 
ly aspires to govern,—the object alike of pity 
and of ridicule !—rendered atonce wretched and | 
despicable by the very caus’s of his pre emi.) 
nence over his reason, his tinagination and his) 
heart! The bird that is now singing before. 
me on yonder bough, enjoys his being with 
@ finer relish, and thanks his creator with a 
‘sweeter song. He is happy, at last to the full 
extent of the powers of his nature. He has no 
viemory bat for lovey—no foresight but for joy. 

. : : . ape | 
All his amusements and gratifications lie within 
his own view, aud when he sees his little part. 
ner on her nest, and carols a livelier strain to 
console her in-ber cares, he hardly dreams of 








..e . 
“offering a reward to the inventor ofa new pleas-; 


‘are. His life indeed is short, but. he lives: a) 
thousand years in’ a moment, because-le-has- 


{ 


‘no cares and anxieties to subtract from thesum 
thousand | 


of his evnjoyments. But man has-a 
passions, which designed only to torment him, 
by their endless and unintelligible contradic: 
tions and contests. He regrets the past, which | 


Hcamnot be recalled; and dreads the future, 


which cannot be avoided. 





He fears dangers, 


cannot be attained. Reason, of which he boasts | 


‘This epithet is extravagant e- ‘so much, only serves to discover his wretched. | 








ant myown. But ft will not despair. «© 1 know 


that my Redeemer liveti,” and that «he is able’ 


and willing to save all that come unt God by 
him’? And though [feel that b have no strength 
of my own to go to him, as I ought, [ hear a 
voice that whispers in my breast «my grace is 
sufficient for thee’—Away then with doubts 


and fears, L will trust in his mercy,—I will. 


walk in his commandments,~I will live in his 
life,x—1 will abide in his love ;—and when my 


last hour shali come, though tears. may flows. 


they shall not be bitter’. Eawilk not sorrow for 


myself or others, as those who have no hope.” 
I will not bid my friends an efernal. adieu ; but. 
I will say to my friends-as they stand: weeping: 
around inc, for their consolation and myown—: 
Li we believe that-Jesus died, and rose’ again, 


even so (hem also which sleepin Jesus will God. : 
With these- words E -vill lay. 


bring with him.” 
my head upon my: pillow, and breathe -out my 


soul into his bosom. ‘The thought was delight. - 


ful, melancholy, but southing to my. spirit. - 

I turned to look ence mere upon: the scene 
before me. Not aleaf trembled, above, beneath, 
around, all was still, and silent as the grave ; 


‘and the stream that stole quietly along seemed 
d-agers of the ocean, and dar d the hardships that do not exist; and hopes for pleasures, that | 


but the mirror of my: heart, reflecting the image. 


of Heaven from its tranquil bosom. - The sun. 
had sunk beneath the waves, and I hastened to > 


nough. bat what a wretched compensation for, ness, and furnish bim with fresh materials. of the river side in front of the steeple. The 


mv bethe grave of a beaunty—young, gay, fase 
cinating, perhaps such as my own - 13 at, 
(los momeont—her eves may have given laws to 
tis Colony. Alas! what reciains of so many 
cus? A poor eulogium upon a tomd stone, 

and even that suspected of flattery !—But here, 
in os a *gleeted corner, is a grave without a 
, overgrown with weeds and briars, the 

| lace perhaps. ef some poor outcast, who, 

(ied no body Knew when, over which bis best, 
frend sas ashamed to weep in public, but came 


| 
; 


the tails by woich it-was earned! . Here, too, 





steuting through the shades of night to moisten 
i'. turf with aclandestine tear ; and yet, it may 
b worth, in the esteem of Heaven, a whole 
; sve yard of heroes, statesmen, and beauties !| 
G' what iesgons of wisdom does such a scene 
© (his present to maukind, would they bat open 
their hearts fo the instruction ! 

And is if possible, thought I falling into a 
pi found 1 -as —T gazed upon this field of 
vo ves, is it posstble that any one who looks 
tjaona place tike this can really believe, or feel 
the horrible wisi to believe, that death is an e- 
ternal sleep? For myself, strange as it seem to 
aninfider. these memoric/s of death are the evi- 
ences of immortality. aad the very fact that man 
is ead persuades :-¢ that he will never die. For 
intiecd what wereld such a creature be, if the 
reave were the end of his career?) A lump of 
sy Kneaded up «ii! tears!—an inexplicable 
ie of contradicioas !—a hideous compound 
consistencies '—a libel on the creation of 
God !—Yes ! man, on sucha suppusition, would 


- vo —~ Ao 
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sorrow, in repentance and self reproach. Mem 
ory recalls a thousand scenes of distress, over 


which he has already shed but too many tears 3) 
3! 


his torment, restores the image of delights, | 
Which he has lost forever. Fear continually 
‘points him to new dangers that lie in futurity, 
collecting their venom to spring upon bim as 
che passes; while imagination incessantly . bo-: 
'sies herself in inventing new fictions to terrify 
‘and torment him with perpetual novelties of 
woe. And after all to die—to lose not-only his 
lifes but his soul—to part forever, and to feel that 
hets parting forever from all that he.loves upon 
earth—O! this is not death—it is. perdttion ! 
Well indeed might we say upon such a suppo- 





‘sition, ofall creatures upon the earth, we are 
the most miserable, * if in this life only we have 
hope.” But, when I raise my eyes from these 
graves, fix them on yonder skies, and recall 
| those memorable words of the apostle, «* For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
them also which sleep in Jesus will. God bring 
with him’’—then I feel my soul rising in the con- 
sciousness of her immortality, I bend my knee 
in grateful adoration, and thank my God that 
he hath made me a man. [know indeed, and Lam 
admonished by my own heait, as well as by the 
sentence I have quoted, that this name, which 
I now glory to bear, is an awful word, and a 
tittle to wretchedness or bliss without measure 
and withont end. As man I am born to a large 
inheritance of sin and sorrow, ant am sentenced 











‘to a double death, by a double tiltle, my fathers | 


\James here expands ino a pretty ample sheet, 


extending upwards for areach of nearly twelve 


‘ad ; ‘miles, resembling a large peaceful lake with 
ov perhaps contriving stil more ingeniously for | 


high waving banks. I stood on the ruins of 
the vld works to enjoy the scene. 
star just glimmered oversthe hills, and a-.seft 
blush of light from the horizon stole alowg the 
surface of the calm expance, as it fay in sleen 


be already disembodied, and to be soaring 


never die! 


awoke from my trance, and found it necessary 
to look for a place of rest. A friendly taper 
appeared through the trees, the star of beneve- 
lence, if not of love. It was the mansicn: of 
my kind host, and [reached it jostin time to 
share in the elegant hospitality of his evening 
board. . But Lam afraid I fatigue you with my 
long descriptions. I have been betrayed into 


jthem-by feelings too’ warm to be restrained, 


and too fine to be expressed. 

Adieu, my dear oi retire to my bed for 
the night, and when Llay. my lead upon my pil- 
low, [ shall breath a prayer that will be beard 





man without religion. 
wees oe —s 
NEW YORK AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 














The anniversary of this society was held .on 
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‘Phe evening : 


ing beauty before me. Surely my emvtions were » 
not of this worlds; My spirit seemed indeed ‘tu » 


away. on wings.of her own to hold communion ‘ 
with the great and the good, with saints that: 


Night was now f. st closing upon ‘me, when I" 


for all. whom I fove in this world. O! what is. 
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the 16th of November last. Within the year 
690 duadecimo bibles, 3 octavo, 18 [french and 
$65 testaments have been distributed; and 
within four years, 4354 bibles and 1088 testa- 
ments. 

The receipts have been $1069 16, and the 
expenditures $1125 94. The vigour and use- 
fulnes¢ of this institution is surprising, if we 
consider that the theatre of its operations is co- 
vered by the National Bible Society, located at 
New York, and if we mistake not, to a conside- 
rable extent alsu by a Society, composed of 
members of the Episcopal churches, for supply 
ing their own poor with Bibles accompanied by 
Prayer books, 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Ausxiliary to the American Bible Society. 


We have received a pamphlet, sent from Car- 
lisle, containing the Constitution of this Socie- 
ty, an account of its annual meeting held on 
the 14th of November last, the Managers Re- 
port, and extracts from the Rev. Mr. Duffield’s 
address. We regret that this institution has 
not received that countenance and support, | 
which it merits and which might reasonably | 
have been expected from the religious and pub- | 
lie spirited inhabitants of the large. popalous | 
and rich County of Cumberland, The mana- 
gers seem to be intelligent, and not at all dis- 
posed despondently to shrink from duty, be- 
cause hitherto their exertions have not been 
crowned with the wished fur saccess. Let them 
not be discouraged, but indefatigably pursue the, 
plan, which they are now prosecuting, of tuform- 
wz the public mind s—and they wil reap the 
froat of their labors. A strange apatny. res-. 
pecting the distribution of the Bible, has seized) 
the minds of many who are its real friends, | 
and has locked up their affections, Tuey can-| 
not realize the necessitv of Bible Societies, | 
fr :m their ignorance of the actual want of tits 
pre ious duok, even amongst themselves, and 
in the bosom of Protestant Ubristian ci.urches. | 








Extract from the Report of the Board of Mana- 
gers. 

From these facts it appears that there is stil | 
a want of bibles in the county. The design of this | 
society is two-fold ; to induce those, that are! 
able to purchase and yet indifferent, who do 
not possess a bible, to buy, and to supply those 
tiat are unable. From the means of infurma- 
tion already possessed, the managers are of 
op inion, that the number of the former is uch 
er-ater than that of the latter: and they can- 
not but express their regret that there should 
be any, whom God has blessed, and made coin- 
fortable so far as temporal benefits are consid- 
ered, that should t.eat Him with so much, and 
so base, ingratitude, as not even to purchase a 
cu py of His * word, which is able to make us 
wise unto salvation.” That the heathen, who 


if 
' 


jred oracles of apathy in acause that swells ev- 


| { 114 J 


. ; 4 : 
paid by the treasurer 188.09, leaving a balatice 
in his hands, in favor of the sotiety 145.54. 
from. which one hundred dollars have been ap- 
propriated as a donation to the American Bi- 
vle Society... Upon comparing this with the 
last year, it appears that the annual subscrip- 
tions received this year have fallen considera- 
uly short of those during the last year. ‘Phis 
is to be attributed to, several causes :—a refu- 
sal ofsome to continue. their subscriptions—a 
neglect of others to pay them in due time, and 
the acquisition of very few additional subscri- 
bers during the present year. The present list 
of subscribers, however, may be considered as 
pemanent, so that should there not be any ad- 
dition to their number, it may, be calculated 
ihat thesum of $79 at Ieast will be annually. 
raised. And although comparatively, this is} 
sinsil, yet would not your officers relinquish 
their exertion to secure it, for ullimately, and 
pethaps shortly, their principal business will be 
to collect, and transmit. to the treasurer of the 
American B. Society, the annual subscriptions 
of the members, to, increase the national fund. 
for the glorious work of spreading the trath of 
God: which sum annually raised, together 
with the donations of the Female Bible Society, 
of Carlisle, it is hoped will rescue our county 
and borough, from the charge of indifference 
tothe wants of the myriads destitute of the sac- 
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ery bosom, and braces every nerve of such a 
large proportion of the christian community. 
Yet most that it can do will merely be to res- 
cue US from this charge. For when we consid- 
er what mighty efforts are making in other 
parts ofour country, and the world, and the, 
* sources of our county, we may well take 
Shame unto ourselves that so little is done. 
Cun it be that the Bible is appreciated only tu 
proportion to the desire evinced to distribute it ? 


iiis certainly affords a tolerable criterion, and 
if it is to be consulted—alas ! how litte 1s the iaw 
of God lo ed amongst us! ‘The managers can 
not refrain [fom these expressions of disap- 
pointment. and regret. For aimost the whoie 
christian world, yea regions which of late were 
heathen, evince a lively concern in the distri- 
bution of the sacred oracles. ‘The British and 
Foreign Bible Society maintains its elevated 
stand, and is multiplying its efforts to dissem- | 
inate the word of life. ‘Their receipts from 
auxiliary societies, and for the sale of Bibles 
and Testaments, during the past year, amount 
to ne-rly 87,0001. sterling. ‘The number of 
copies they have distributed during the past 
year 89,795 Bibles, and 104,306 Lestamenis, 
making in somewhat less than thirteen years 
more than 2,000,000 of copies of the sacre,, 
| Scriptures. 
embracing fifty-two different establishments 
throughout the kingdom, have received nearly 
$,500/. sterling ; and issued 4,578 Bibles and 
‘Testaments. ‘he Hanoverian Bible Society, 
with its branches, under. the patronage of bis 





have never hear:' of Christ, should evince no 
curiosity, nor concern on this subj:ct, is not to 
be wondered at 3 butthat men claining the de- 
ninination of christians, and witnessing the ex- 
er‘ions of the christian world’ to disseminate 
the word of life, should not even desire to pus- 
sess the sacred treasure is truly astonishing! 
Annexed to this report is a statement of the 
treasurcr’s accounts, from which it appears that 
since last anndal meeting, there has been receiv 


royal highness the duke of Cambridge, and 
several distinguished noblemen, and dignified 
ecclesiastics, havé distribuied during the two 
first years of their formation 14,500 Bibles and 
‘hestaments, among protestants and catholics, 
and many of the latter’ zealously co-operate 
with the former notwithstaniiing ‘their discour- 
agements in this glorious work. I'he Prussian 
Bible Society, with its auxiliaries, presents an 


— 








ei) seventy-nine dollars. as the ainount of annu- 
alsuuscriptions ; and the! for the purchase of Bi- 
bles, and other expenditures there have been 


jobject truly gratifying toevery. christian phil- 


The United Netherlands Society, | 






. 


» 


work iy printing the saéred Scriptures. More 


| 


than twenty other’ inthésouth and west of Eu- 
rope, with ample funds and unwearying dili- 
gence, aud noble patronage, age engaged in 
the same work, and it must be gratifying to 
hear, thatin a section of country where the 
great proportion of the population are catholics 
although some dignitaries of the church have 
endeavoured to suppress such society, yet there 
has been a wide and effectual door opened for 
the circulation of the Scriptures among the 
members of thatcommanion. The probibitions 
that have been published by the authorities of 
the church appear to have increased the anxie- 
ty of multitudes, to obtain copies of the scrip- 
tures, and it is a pleasing fact that never in so 
short a period has more beén disseminated, than 
since the appearance of the papal Bull against 
Bible Societies. © Several versions of the New 
‘Festament executed by Catholic Clergymen, 
continue to be most eagerly inquired after, 
thankfully received, and attentively read; the 


‘more so, a3 they have obtained the sanction of 


several episcopal authorities. 

‘fy particalar, the Catholic Professor of Di- 
vinity at Marburg, Leander Van ‘Ess, has per- 
severed in his illustrious career of printing suc- 
cessive editions of his German New Testament, 
and distributing them, through a variety of im- 
portant channels, amongthe members of his 
own conmaunion, 

* Encompassed with difficulties, he has been 
neither intimidated in his resolution, nor ob- 
structed in his work. 

+ Never,” he observes, « did I disseminate, 
in soshort a period, such a vast number of 
copies of the New Testament as since the time 
of the late Bible prohibition; and: no where 
have I perceived a more lively and arent de- 
sire after the word of God, than in those very 
places where infatuated men strive to dry up 
the fountain of living water, or to prevent peo- 
ple from having free access to i'.” 

+6 in the course of tast autumn, the Professor, 
though greatly exhausted by incessant exer- 
tions, undertook a Biblical tour through some 
ofthe provinces by which the place of his res- 
idence is surrounded. ** My aim,’ said the 
Professor, * will be to strengthen and confirm 
many friends-of the Bible, to reconcile enemies, 
and toscatter the blessed seed of the word on 
the right hand. and on theleft.”” In this spirit 
he performed the journey he had projected ; aud 
returned considerably strengthened both in iis 
determination to disperse the Scriptures, and 
in his means of accomplishing their dissemina- 
tion.”” 

The La Tour Bible Society, established for 
the vallies of Piedmont, excites the deepest in- 
terest. ‘Ihe poor inhabitants of those. vallies, 
—so long and so often, the scene of the bitterest 
persecutions, appear to be stirred up again, by 
the spirit which so eminently distinguished their 
pious ancestors, and actually come and intreat 
to be received as members of the :Waldenses 
Bible Society, and beg the acceptance of sucli 
mites as they are able to present. 


In the North of Europe the Danish Bible 
Society, and the Sleswig and Holstein ‘Bible 
Society, are liberally endowod and actively en- 
gaged. Theformer have printed an edition of 
1,000 copies of the Danish Bible, with -5,000 
New Testaments. Auxiliaries to it, are: still 
increasing in number. The latter has beee 
countenanced by the supreme authorities «it 
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anthropist. ‘Tne various Bible Societies of 


| 


Switzerland, are actively é€ngaged, one of 
which aloné keeps four presses censtantly. at 





both Dutchies. The pit sident his serene high- 


nesg the Landgrave Charles, delivered an eX- 
cellent address at the first anviversary of thi* 


| 
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stitution, and strenuously urged upon the 

Jergy. that the people ought to be taught, 

«that the doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
4s laid down by himself, and salvation through 

nis merits, are the chief points in which we are 
ail interested.” 

The Icelandic Bible Society, although em- 
racing a3 impoverished a part of Europe, as 
‘any other, has been warmly ailvocated, inso- 
nuch that not only poor heads of families, but 
- he very men, and maid-servants came forward 
sith their contributions. 

The Swedish National Bible Society, with 
ts numerous auxiliaries are multiplying the 
} copies of the sacred Scriptures and in two, 
F years have published 73,600 New ‘Testameuts 
ind 34.500 Bibles, which at their second anni- 

-ersary had nearly all been distributed. 
| The Russian Bible Society, fostered by the 
- yarental care of his imperial highness, has en- 
» arged the field of its exertions, and strength 
 oned itself by newly formed auxiliaries, in dif: 
ferent parts of the empire, eighteen of which 
occupy principal stations. Not only whole go- 
~ vernments in this mighty empire, but also de- 
partments, towns and single villages, have 
formed within their circles, either branch so- 
cieties or auxiliary associatious. Forty-three 
editions of the Scriptures, in seventeen diffe- 
rent langueges, have been published within 
four years, and 16 waggon loads of Bibles and 
Testamcrvts have been dispatched. from the 
capital ter cifferent paris fabs oire. Such 
stupends » ¢fforts to distribute the seeiptares. 
have awakened the attention of Jews, Manvowe- 
jans and Geathen, and made them anxious to 
procure thea. The ®uriats, inhabiting a dis- 
tant quarter of Siberia, had their attention ar- 
vested by afi w sneets of the gospel of Mathew, 
circulated among them, and ‘hey instantly dis- 
patched two native princes to Petersburg, to| 
obtain transtations in their own dialect. The 
effect of what they termed the beautiful sav- 


ings of Jesus.” was to produce an instant aneous||’ 


disquietude.in their minds when they attempt- 
ed as formerly to worship their idols. Thus the 
werd of God, we have reason to believe, was 
received by them with much assurance, and 
they have turned from idols, to serve the lrving 
and true God. 

‘Lhe managers cannot even condense the in- 
formation received relative to the labors in the 
east; they have simply glanced at those in 
Kurope, witha view to arrest the attention of 
the inhabitauts of this county, to the fact, that 
from the prince upon the throne, to the mean- 
est of his subjects, the population of Europe, 
appears to appreciate the object, and willingly 
aidin circulating the sacred Scriptures—an ob- 
ject worthy the attention ofthe world. And in 
closing their, report they cannot but express 
their gratitude, at behoiding the station which 
the American Bible Society tas already as- 
suiaed among the great Bible establishments in 
christendom, and in the confidence and liberali- 
ty of the citizens of these United States. ‘They 
w uld acknowledge its establishment as one of 
th. greatest blessings conferred upon our land, 
and pray that much of the spirit of truth may 
b- had by them to whose exertions in distribut- 
in the wortlof life, the eyes of a whole nation 
ave attentively directed. They shall esteem it, 
both their privilege and honor, to add ther 
tributary rill, fo augment the swelling stream 
tiat shall make glad the city of God; and while 
they contemplate the nu:merous nations of chris 
tendom pouring forth their treasures, and 
their princes animated with a desire to dissemi- 


‘ved whence they originally came? ‘Nhe answer 


hands were stretched out, and every. one cried, 
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nate the lively oracles of God, they haii the day 
as furnishing a germanent accomplishaent, of 
the predictions of God, that to Hiin who is king 
of kings and lord of lords, shall the kings of 
Tarshish and the isles bring presents—the kings 
of Sheba and Seba offer gifts, yea that all kings 
shall fall down before him: all nations shall 
serve Him, for already are they becoming nur- 
sing fathers to his Zion. 


—oe 
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PROCERDINGS OF THE LUNDON SOCIETY FOR 
CHRISTIANIZING THE JEWS. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. R. Pinkerton, 
dated Polangen, July 10, 1818. 


From the Jewish Expositor. 


I paid a visit to a colony of Koraite Jews, who 
have inhabited this delightful spot, Troki, on 
the borders of the lake Bienal, for several cen- 
turies. 

On entering the house of their chief Rabbi, I 
saluted him in ‘lartar, and to my astonishment 
was answered in the same language. [ inqui 


was, from the Crimea. that they and their an- 
cestors had resided in Troki, for nearly four 
hundred years, and that they possess very dis- 
tinguished privileges from the ancient dukes of 
Lithuania, and kings of Poland... Before 1 had 
finished my inquiries, the house of. the middle 
aged Rabbi was filled with the: brethren, who 
were all anxious to know who the stranger was, 
and what he wanted. Our conversation then|} 
began about the signs of the times, and the 
coming of the Messiah, and lasted upwards of 
an hour and a half. Estated the truth as clear 
ly and forcibly as [ could. The Rabbi defend- 
ed his posiiion, that the Messiah was still to 
come, with the Old ‘estament in his hand ; 


but having no ‘Tamuldic interpretations to screen 
himself behind, he was soon at a great loss. ‘The 


people in the mean time were all eye, all ear. 
hey had never heard such discourse before.— 
ihe Rabbi was at last so mach touched with| 
what was said, that he changed colour, turned 
pale, and looked aside. 

Another of his brethren, a merchant, well} 
crossed, then came forward, and with consider- 
able shrewdnesss attempted to defend the cause 
in. the view of the people, who were now matter- 
ing to cach other, and anxious to know, how 
all this would end.—Having proved to him also, 
that the Messiah mast needs have come, I spoke 
of the purity and spirituality of the Gospel, and 
of that eternal life, which is revealed in the doc- 
irines which Christ taught. The merchant, I 
found, had read the Polish New: Testament, 
with considerable attention.—The: Rabbi stood 
like one confounded : Enever saw any individ-} 
ual in such a state before, I asked them, wheth- 





young man stvod near me: several times lie 
stretched out his band, as if eagerly desiring te 
grasp at the third copy, which I held in my 
hand, and as often he abruptly drew it back a- 
gains I read in his countenance a strong com- 
bat in his feelings between civility and desire. 
To him T gave the third.—His countenance now 
shone: with gratification and joy: and all present 
approved the acts ‘They all commenced read- 
ing with great avidity, and before f left them 
gave proofs of their understanding well ,what 
they read: ‘he merchant accompanied me a 
little way and left me with these words: « I be- 
lieve, that some important crisis with our peo- 
ple is at hand: what it is I cannot now say.— 
God will direct all.” 
ee 
MISSION TO THE MUNSEES AND SENECAS, 
Mr. Aldens letter to Dr. Holmes. 
Continued ftom page 111. 


On the Sabbath, 41th July, [ met with the In- 
dians, agreeably to appointment, at the first 
Buffalo village—Bily, Pollard, Young, King, 
‘Twenty Canoes. and other chiefs were present. 
Red Jacket and several more were still at 'Ton- 
newanta. Of Indians and squaws, from all parts 
of the reservation, there was a much larger 
collection than whefi I visited them last 4u- 
tumn., There were many more than could be 


accommodated in the council house, where we 


assembled together. . 

Perhaps it is uot gencrally known that if two 
or three Chiefs and a few others only are pres- 
ent, the object of addressing all in the settle. 
ment is answered, because every public ad- 
dress delivered is repeated over and over to 
their people as they collect together, from cab- . 
in to cabin, for some days after. No congre- 
gation of white people is tobe found, where a 
discourse on any religious subject is better re- 


| membered or so fuily repeated for the satisfac- 


tion and benefit of those who had not an oppor- 
tunity to hear. What isspoken intelligibly to 
half a dozen is repeated not unfrequently to 
hundreds. 

[ had an able interpreter in Thomas Arm- 
strong. After singing, Mr. Hyde read the 
Lord’s Prayer, in Seneca, which he has recent- 
ly translated.— This was probably the first time 
these Indians had heard it in their native tongue. 
[ previously stated to them that their friend 
would repeat to them, in their own language, this 
prayer, which was taught by Jesus Christ, 


{the Saviour of the world, 


In my ‘address after praying, and singing 
again, lL spoke vf the work of regeneration 3 


| representing that all, whoever becoine the true 


friends of God, pass. this wonderful change. I 
spoke of its glorious effects upon the temper, 





er they had ever read the doctrines of Christ 
and his apostles in Hebrew? The question) 
seemed to rouse their curiosity in. the extreme. 
They replied they had heard such a thing ex- 


isted. but had never: seen a Hebrew New Tes.. 
tament. ' 


; 


By this time my calash and servant with fresh 
horses were before the door. IL took out five 
copies of the Hebrew New Testament, and pre- 
sented the Rabbi with the first. He seemed to 
get new animation at the sight and accepted it 
most willingly, embraced and thanked me for 





| views, wishes, and disposition of all who expe- 


rience this work of grace. I spoke of the plan 
of salvation by Jesus Christ ; of the necessity 
of repentance ;' representing that it implies, if 
genuine, not only a deep.and heartfelt sorrow 
for sin, but a forsaking of that hateful thing, 
go that it shall no more ‘have a reigning influ- 
ence; of the Bible, the commands, promises, 
and threatenings contained in that sacred vol- 
ume ; of the ten commandments, hiow they were 
delivered to the children of israel amid the 





it. I then gave a copy to the merchant,: whe 
seemed no less overjoyed, and: was warm in his 
expressions of gratitude. Now the difficulty 
was how to dispose of the remaining three. All 
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thunderings and the quakings of the mount ; 
of ‘the support of those commandments, with a 
brief-explanation. 1 exhorted them to listen to 
the momentous truths of the word of God, and 
closed my address, expressing the hope that, 
with the aid of their good friend, (Mr. Hyde,) 





; 


«+ Q, let me have one also!” An.interesting 











they would beforg long be made more fully ac- 


oe 


















































quainted with the precious instructions of the 
gospel, to the comfort, joy, and salvation of 
their immortal souls. 

[t was almost sunsct when the exercises wer 
over. Pollard made ashort address. His first 
sentence, delivered with a solemn countenance. 
was interpreted in these words: We thank the 
Great Spirit that we are brought so near to the 
close of another day in health and strength. 

How many do we find, who have lived 
amid the full blaze of the light of the gospel. 
and never tender such a tribute of gratitude 
to the Giver of all good, as, upon chis interest- 
ing occasion, dropped fzom the mouth of this 
poor heatien ‘There is reason to suppose that 
Pollard, like Cornplanter, only needs to under 
stand the gospel, to embrace it with all bis 
heart. He said, some time since, that he is 
always thinking of the Great Spirit, and that 
he daily offers him. his prayers. 


After the above expression of thanksgiving 
to Almighty God, Pollard, in the name of the 
chiefs, thanked me fur coming again to talk io 
them about the Great Spirit and the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He said they hoped that they 
should be enabled to remember what L had told 
them, and with God's merciful help give great 
attention to it, and that To might have health 
and strengthtorcturn in safety to my home. 


Mr. Hvde has resigned the charge of the 
school. which he had kept for five years. He 
thonght it would be advantageous to the Indi- 
ans to suspend it fora time. ‘They now begin 
to expres their desire for its recomimencement. 
Ai present Mr. Hyde is busily employed in ac- 
quiring the Seneca, gradually preparing a gram- 
mar ofthat dialect, and translating into it the 
Cospelof St. John. In) this important labour 
he is assisted by Thomas Armstrong, with 
whom he was providentially brought to an ac- 
qnaintance, when greatly desiring, but not 
knowing where to find one so competent to the 
task of giving him cerrect instruction, Mr. 
Hyde is actuated by an ardent desire to help 
the poor Indians around him to a knowledge 
of the truth as itisin Jesus. He has th con- 
fitence of those amang whom he resides more 
than any other man.—. His occasional discour- 
acs, of which Ewrote you last year, delivered 
and interpreted to them, have had a surprising 
effect. Last winter he delivered several of 
these. in which he gave a detail ofthe promin- 
ent indian vices and unbecoming practices 
He was led ofcourse to speak of the unkindness 
with which the squaws were treated. It seems 
te he expected of them that they should do more 
than their natures can well endure. They have 
been in-the habit of cutting and bringing upon. 
thoi bucks the mast of the firewood they burn. 
Mr. Hyde became their advocate in his public 
ad‘lresses.— Directly after, the Indians be _tir- 
rel themse!ves, went into the woocs, cut a large 
supply of firewood, and brought it to their ca- 
bins in waggens. A squaw has scarcely since 
bo en seen with such a burden of wood upon her. 
ba k as was often noticed before. This shows 
that they. only wantthe right. kind of iastruc- 
tiu.from such men as they. esteem, to bring 
thei from, at least, some of their evil practices. 


li isto be hoped that Mr. Hyde will be duly pa-: 


teenized and encouraged in all his operations 
for tue bes: tnterests of a peaphe whose spiritual 
w. ‘fare dies pear bis heart, and..hat he yet will 
become on ordained minister of the gospel a- 
merctiem. Mrs, Hyde and Mrs Oldham, at 
Jounesatiage. hasing made considerable profi- 
Cit) cathe Seneeas have the opportunity, as 


they have the abiuty and the disposition, to be 
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of much advantage to the spiritual interests of | 


the femaie part of their respective communities. , 
( To be Continued. ) | 
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EDUCATION OF POOR CHILDREN IN ENGLAND. 


A general meeting of the National Education 
Society was held on the ist of May last, in 
London ; when it appeared that 1.38,208 67, 
or nearly $168,000, have been applied to the 
uses of this institutidns within four years from. 
its establishment. [he system has been carried 
inte operation in every Diocess in En land and 
W ales—-276 places have been aided with grants - 
of money for building suitable houses for the 
education of the poor—1144 schools have been 
united, containing at least 165.000 children— 
507 schools have been supplied with ‘masters 
and mistresses from the central school in Lon- 
don, and in the same school 705 masters and 
mistresses have been qualified for teaching ac- 
cording to the National system, At this rneet- 
ing almost 19.000 stg. nearly $40,000 were 
subscribed. 

A public examination of the children educat- 
ed in London on the British system was held on 
the ath of June. More than 4,400 children 
were present properly arranged and classified. 
They are all required to attend public worship, 
and most.of them do. Great numbers of them | 
also receive religious instruction in the Sabbath | 





Schouls. | 
| 
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PAISLEY (#COTLAND) SABBATH AND WEEK 
DAY SCHOOL SUCIETY. 


[We specially recommend to the attention of 
Sabbath School teachers and to parents and 
guardians, the paragraph of the report of this | 
Society, with which this article concludes. We 
have before made some suggestion on this mat- 
ter; we would jose no fit opportunity of re. 
peating it; and we are glad that we have such 
able authority to support us. We are also glad | 
to find that the town of Paisly, long so special. | 
ly favored with regard to divine things, has re | 
fused the heatkenish name of Sunday, as applied | 
to schools of this sort ; and indeed we are hap-_ 
py in being able to state, on the authority of a | 
le:ter of a young countryman of our’s now tu | 
Scotland, nnder the special and happy patron- 
age of the great and justly celebrated Dr. ‘Tho- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 








mas Chalmers, that, Sabbath Schools is the ge- 
neral appellation by which these interesting in- 
stitutions are designated ] 


‘The Report of this Society, presented at the 
twentieth annual meeting held in January 1818, 
states the number of schools of all descriptions 
onthe list of the society to be thirty nine. Of 
these, thirty six are taught on the evening of 
Lord’s day, and three are taught on week day 
evenings, having for their object the instruc- 
tion of youth in the ordinary branches of ed- 
ucation. Of those taught on Sunday, twenty- 
three are confined exclasively to children, and 
contain 1723 scholars; three are appropriated | 
to young .men, 87 of whom attend; nine to_ 
young women. contaiving 321 pupils; while 
one is of a mixed character, at which 53 young 
men, 70 young women, and 84 children attend ; 
thus. embracing all the descriptions of objects, , 
and allthe different departments of religious | 
instruction. The whole number of children 
and young people under the inspection. of the 
Society, including 125 who attend the week day 
evening schools, ig 2460, an increase of "294 


since the last annual meeting. 
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it to be their duty to convene their classes, fo 
religious instraction, in the morning as well a: 
in the evening of the Lord’s day ; a practice 
earnestly recommended by the committee wher. 
ever itmay be found expedient. 

In urging the: importance of plainness and 
simplicity in inculcating religious knowledge 
on the minds of the young, the committee very 
justly observe, that ** by a learned, doctrina! 
discussion, spiritual pride may be gratified, 
and the children may be made to stare ; but 
we doubt iBany practical good can be rational. 
ly anticipated. 

As the traths ofthe Scripture stand in close 
relation to the leading facts .f its history, we 
ave de idedly. of opinion that the minds of 
young persons should be imbued chiefly with 
the knowledge of these: facts, that through them 
a way may be opened fordivine truth to reach 
the understanding and the heart.” 

And en reading the Scriptures, the comumit- 
tee with great-propriety urge, that attention 
Should be paid to the manner in which the sa- 
cred word is read and repeated by young peo- 
ple. | 

** We speak.not so mach of the séyle anid 
pronunciation ; but what may be termed the 
moral character and spirit of the exercise. 

There ts a tendency among young people 


| both to read and repeat in a.rapid, light, and 
| thoughtless manner, although together at va- 


riance with that slowness, that solemnity, that 


| gravity, and that aspect of intelligence with 
| whichit becomes as to honour 


the word of 
Giod. Young people are apt to boast of the 
quantity they get by. heart; forgetting that 
the proper subject of praise in every case, is 
not the propertion of work done. It is right to 
improve the memory ; but when nothing more 
is accomplished, the exercise is wholly mechan- 
ical. It falls short ofthe understanding and of the 
heart. . These are the proper subjects of atten- 
tion to the:teacher: ofa Sabbath School: the 


| memory is-only the door of entrance to the se- 


sret recesses ofthe mind.” 
—————————— eee ee 


Reception of the Hebrew New Testament among 
the Jews at Smyrna. 


The Rev. Charles Williamson, British Chap- 
lain at Smyrna, writes to Mr. Jowett, from that 
place, under the date of \pril 6. 

Mixing with all kind of people and shewing 
the ‘Testament, I did the saine ainong the Jews. 
Seme would not even touch it. Some will read 
itin secret. One ofthem denying the truth of 
the contents. of the Testament, [brought him, at 
last, to confess that he did not believe the Old : 
having more reasons in his own opinion, for the 
truth of the Old Testament than of the New, he 
would question the validity of hig own, rather 
than admit the truth ofthe other. Another Jew 
who is in the highest estimation among his 
brethren for his learning. has been reading the 


|| Hebrew ‘Testament. all the last month, in order 


to writea book against it. He is going to prove 
to the world that Christianity is altogether 
false! He writes no language but a barbarous 
Hebrew. He means to circulate his book by 
multiplying manuscript copies! - Several Jews 
have asked mete lend them copies of the Testa- 
ment. They generally returmtiieom.s Une how- 
ever has been retained. . PM oF 
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(> The MUSEUM, is published, for the: 
Kiitor, by Henry Frick, at the Qflice of the 








In some instances the teachers have found | 


Miltonian, Milton. 














